
Difficult and Hard to Understand Passages

What are the different ñabodesò of the soul?

There are three separate and distinct 
domains or abodes:

1.  The earthly vessel where our souls 
now abide while we are living.

2.  Hades (Greek) and Sheol (Hebrew)

3.  The eternal domain (Heaven and 
Hell) where we shall receive a new 
immortal body during the resurrection.
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Letôs begin to examine the scriptures and 
see if we can find support for this.  First, 
from the case of the death of our Lord on 
the cross:

Luke 23:43
43 And He said to him, ñTruly I say to you, today you shall 
be with Me in Paradise.ò
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So what did Peter say about what happened 
to Jesus after his death on the cross during 
the ñfirst gospel sermon?ò

Acts 2:27, 31
Th

27 BECAUSEYOU WILL NOT ABANDONMY SOULTO HADES,
NOR ALLOWYOUR HOLY ONE TO UNDERGODECAY(QUOTEDFROMDAVIDï

PSALMS16:10)

31 he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the 
Christ, that HE WAS NEITHERABANDONEDTO HADES, NOR

DID His flesh SUFFERDECAY.
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Peter also proclaimed in this same passage 
something very revealing regarding David.
Acts 2:34a
Th

34 For David is not ascended into the heavens
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What did Jesus say (after his resurrection 
and before his ascension) to Mary about 
where he had NOT been?
John 20:17
17 Jesus said to her, ñStop clinging to Me, for I have not yet 
ascended to the Father; but go to My brethren and say to 
them, óIascend to My Father and your Father, and My God 
and your God.ôò
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There is a very important logical inference 
which can be deduced from these passages:

1.  Jesus journeyed with the penitent thief on the 
cross to a place called ñParadiseò after their deaths.

2.  Peter, in Acts 2:27 and 31, explained that the 
Lord, during the period of his death, was in Hades.

3.  Jesus told Mary He had not yet ascended to the 
Father (who is in Heaven.) 

4.  Thus, we can conclude that Jesus did not go to 
Heaven when he died (the abode of God), but rather 
to Paradise which is in Hades.


